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The agreement that is the subject of this docket, a bilateral agreement between 

the United States Postal Service (“Postal Service”) and Hongkong Post, (“Agreement”) 

is currently scheduled to expire on December 31, 2016.1  The Postal Service and 

Hongkong Post have signed a modification to the Agreement to extend its expiration 

date by three months to March 31, 2017, absent earlier termination by the parties 

(“Modification Three”).  An executed copy of Modification Three accompanies this notice 

as Attachment 1. 

As background, the Agreement was originally scheduled to expire on June 30, 

2016.2  On June 16, 2016, the Postal Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) granted 

the request of the Postal Service to extend the expiration date of the Agreement until 

                                                 
1 PRC Order No. 3518, Order Approving Modification Two to an Inbound Competitive Multi-Service 
Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 1 Negotiated Service Agreement, Docket No. CP2015-91, 
September 16, 2016. 
2 United States Postal Service Response to Order No. 2578 Concerning Effective Date of an Inbound 
Competitive Multi-Service Agreement with Foreign Postal Operators 1 Negotiated Service Agreement, 
Docket No. CP2015-91, July 14, 2015. 

Postal Regulatory Commission
Submitted 11/21/2016 4:18:14 PM
Filing ID: 97893
Accepted 11/21/2016



2 

September 30, 2016, in accordance with Modification One.3  On September 15, 2016 

the Postal Service submitted a Notice regarding the filing of Modification Two to the 

Agreement with supporting documentation to establish compliance with 39 U.S.C. § 

3633 and 39 C.F.R. § 3015.5.4  On September 16, 2016, the Commission granted the 

request of the Postal Service to extend the expiration date of the Agreement until 

December 31, 2016, in accordance with Modification Two.5    

Because of a variety of factors, including the complexity of the negotiations, the 

parties have not yet entered into a successor to the Agreement.  Extension of the 

Agreement for one quarter (three months) will allow for the completion of negotiations 

on a successor contract; the duration of the three-month extension would correspond 

with the parties’ quarterly invoicing.  The Commission previously approved the 

extension of the Hongkong Post – Postal Service letter post bilateral to March 31, 

2017.6  Approval of this Modification Three will permit the parties to complete 

negotiations of the market dominant and competitive bilateral agreements on the same 

timeline.      

Accordingly, the Postal Service respectfully requests that the Commission 

approve Modification Three and continue to list the Agreement on the Mail Classification 

Schedule through March 31, 2017.  

                                                 
3 PRC Order No. 3375, Order Approving Modification One to an Inbound Competitive Multi-Service 
Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 1 Negotiated Service Agreement, Docket No. CP2015-91, 
June 16, 2016. 
4 Notice of the United States Postal Service of Filing Modification Two of the Hongkong Post – United 
States Postal Service Bilateral Agreement, Docket No. CP2015-91, September 15, 2016. 
5 PRC Order No. 3518, Order Approving Modification Two to an Inbound Competitive Multi-Service 
Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 1 Negotiated Service Agreement, Docket No. CP2015-91, 
September 16, 2016 (noting that “Modification Two does not affect the cost coverage or compliance with 
existing regulatory requirements for the Existing Agreement, and in the absence of harm to the public 
interest or prejudice to any party.”). 
6 PRC Order No. 3620, Order Approving Modification One to Agreement and Denying as Moot Motion for 
Temporary Relief, Docket No. R2015-5, November 17, 2016.   
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